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The socioeconomic stakes are high for the entire planet. More than 
ever before, research holds the key to the future – the key that will free 
us from the crisis we face today. Governments that underscore the 

importance of research in their stimulus plans have the right idea. But 
beyond that, research will demonstrate its major influence by meeting the 

most essential and basic needs of every man, woman, and child living in this 
new world: food, shelter, healthcare, mobility, communication, awareness, and 
protection. 

Building national and international research programs on this type of model – 
that is, organizing work according to projected themes rather than managing 
them by technology or field of application as is the case today– will strengthen 
the bond between research and individuals, while integrating the various public 
and private players’ contributions. 

Some of our colleagues around the world like to say that research means 
transforming money into knowledge, and that innovation means transforming 
this knowledge into wealth. From this perspective, policies promoting effective 
research inevitably result in discoveries and patents, but this approach alone 
does not create wealth and jobs. When it is directly applied to commercial 
products and services that benefit people, on the other hand, then we see a 
“return on investment” – in both financial and social terms. 

And so we must work to create a virtuous spiral that reconciles research and 
innovation by linking basic and applied research.

Yves de Chaisemartin
CEO
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> 17 MaKinG tHe WORLd a saFeR pLace
Whether it’s a matter of finance, the environment, health, food, or access, the idea of security 
is everywhere. This special report details an array of technologies and digital advances to 
improve our everyday security.
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> 05 teLecOmmUnicatiOns 
and ecOnOmic inteLLiGence
Altran CIS has taken an interest 
in sensitive-information leaks 
attributable to the use of mobile 
phones in businesses.

> 12 JUst anOtHeR caR?
Altran Pr[í]me wanted to get 
back to basics with the Just 
concept car, which focuses on 
user-needed functions.

> 14 2008 ALtRan 
FOUndatiOn AWaRd
Introducing the winner and 
five other finalists of the 
2008 Altran Foundation for 
Innovation Award.

> 28 COnsULtinG On pROjects at ViaMicHeLin

The consultants of Altran Group subsidiary Datacep have  
been working with ViaMichelin since 2001. As one of the  
market leaders in car navigation aids, ViaMichelin has just 
strengthened its teams for several projects, especially  
for the development of geographic information systems (GIS).

> 30 InaUGURatiOn 
OF tHe COm’NUm 
LaBORatORY

Together, Altran and Télécom 
ParisTech have inaugurated 
the Com’Num laboratory, the 
fruit of a 10-year partnership.

peOpLe 27

Our world is changing. It’s changing quickly and 
fundamentally, and there is no end in sight! 

People are living longer. Our climate, water 
supply, and environment are in a state 
of flux. The economy is going global, 
and now communication is heading in 
the same direction. Balance has shifted 
between the North and the South, but 

also between the East and the West. 
New social data has become available. In 

this context, we must reassess the role of 
research in society, the manner in which it plays 

that role, and the goals it sets for itself.

Seeking progress  
in research and innovation
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NEWS

MIDDLE EaST

CAN A SYNcHROTRON BRING ABOUT PEAcE?

Hoping to create a forum for 
exchange among their researchers, 
nine Middle Eastern countries 
including Iran, Israel, and the 
Palestinian Authority* have pooled 
their resources to build an 
ambitious piece of scientific 
equipment. Recently inaugurated  
in Jordan under the auspices  
of UNESCO, the International 
Centre for Synchrotron-light  

for Experimental Science  
and Applications in the Middle  
East (SESAME) is a ring with a 
circumference of 133 meters in 
which electrons are accelerated  
by electromagnets. At very high 
speeds, these particles emit ultra-
bright rays with unique properties. 
Spanning the electromagnetic 
spectrum from infrared through 
X-ray, synchrotron rays pulse and 

are especially stable. They can also 
be filtered with great precision 
down to a single wavelength. 
Surrounded by laboratories that 
collect this radiation, the SESAME 
ring enables analysis of all sorts  
of materials. Though not on  
the scale of the synchrotron  
at the European Organization  
for Nuclear Research (CERN), 
which boasts a 27-kilometre 
circumference, SESAME has a 
wide range of applications in 
nuclear physics, medicine, biology, 
and the environment. Its rays may 
be used to study the composition 
of a particular material, protein 
structure, or interactions between 
two pollutants.

* The nine countries participating in the 
project are Bahrein, Cyprus, Iran, Israel, 
Jordan, Pakistan, the Palestinian 
Authority, and Turkey.

For more information:
www.sesame.org.jo

Civil Aviation in Brazil is 
going through a moment of 
great change , a transition 
from a not well defined 
structure – full of agencies 
with no clear definition of 
each one’s responsibilities 
in terms of regulatory 
autonomy, which leads 
to an unhealthy air traffic 
system.
The first step of this 
transition involves an 
analysis of Open Sky 
Agreements previously 

adopted in other regions;  
a recent but successful 
set of regulatory practices, 
which can alter positively 
the systematic of civil 
aviation in Brazil.
The Open Sky Strategy 
creates a healthier 
environment for all the parts 
of the civil aviation dynamic 
– airlines, airports, air traffic 
controllers and passengers 
– from airlines’ competition, 
air traffic safety to quality 
for end users.

Altran TCBR is an essential 
player in this transition, 
once, along with Arthur 
D. Little Germany, is 
developing this study  
for ANAC - National Civil 
Aviation Agency. This 
project is, without a doubt, 
the most important step 
taken in Brazil, towards  
Civil Aviation improvement 
and modernization, and 
with the effort from Altran 
Team, will become a divisor 
in Civil Aviation history. 

Instant message-obsessed teens don’t know it,  
but it’s partly thanks to Altran that they can chat 
away without costing their parents a bundle! With the 
help of Altran CIS, Altran TEM has set up a research 
unit focusing on terminals for a French service 
provider. The group hasn’t stopped expanding since 
its inception: in 18 months, it has grown from four  
to seventeen consultants. The crew’s mission is to 
verify that specific services offered by the provider 
work properly on every available platform by drafting 
test maps and specifications. Instant messaging is  
a paid service, so its operation and billing must work 
smoothly. Their transversal platform expertise allows 
them to take on increasingly complex projects, 
particularly in validation engineering, including  
the implementation of testing means. 

LETTER-PERFEcT cHATTING
  ALTRAN  MOBILE TELEPHONES

It’s no secret: using a mobile 
phone puts you at risk for 
unintentionally sharing 
sensitive information.  
It’s bad enough when 
personal information  
leaks out. But when major 
international companies 
accidentally disclose their 
strategies, they inevitably 
become less competitive  
and may even lose business. 
One multinational French 
company hopes to dodge  
this threat by protecting  
data sharing and telephone 
communications between  
its top executives around the 
world. The IT Security 
Consulting Department at 
Altran CIS Paris is answering 
the call with its know-how in 
security policy, raising 
awareness, audits, and 
consulting; it has also 
conducted an in-depth  
study.
Assessing encoding needs 
requires the use of 3G 
technology, but worldwide 
coverage is still incomplete. 
More than 20 existing or 
forthcoming solutions  
have been identified and 
evaluated, along with the 
legal framework for  
encoding in the 60 countries 
where this particular 
customer conducts business.

  ALTRAN  DaTa 
PROTECTION

PRIVAcY, 
A SOUND 
INVESTMENT

Keeping Afghanistan 
secure means reacting 
with lightning speed and 
contending with terrain that 
impedes communication. 
In this context, NATO’s 
International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) 
must rely on solid  
technical know-how in 
order to provide secure 
voice and data services. 
Thales is responsible  
for supplying, operating, 
and maintaining a network 
deployed on more than  
60 points of presence. The 

communication system 
calls for new processes 
that take into account 
Afghanistan’s specific 
climatic, logistical, and 

social environment, and 
will be progressively 
deployed on the theatre 
of operations to back 
up ISAF’s expansion 

in the country. To help 
manage the program 
in France, Altran ASD’s 
four consultants remain 
in constant contact with 
Thales representatives in 
Afghanistan and contribute 
their innovative technology 
expertise in three areas: 
personnel management on 
the theatre of operations 
(more than 60 people of 
different nationalities), 
planning of all on-site 
actions, and controlling 
replacement stock and 
maintenance procedures.

  ALTRAN  TELECOmmUNICaTIONS

WITH NATO IN AFGHANISTAN

  ALTRAN  CIVIL aVIaTION

MAKING THE SKIES SAFER
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